
   Lesson 4 – Mediterranean Civilizations 

Objective-  discuss the legacies left by the Phoenicians and the 

Israelites 
 

1.   How was the purple dye made?   GLANDS OF THE MUREX 

SNAIL 

 

     

 

Phoenician Sea Power 

 

2.   Where was Phoenicia located?  Eastern end of the Mediterranean 

 

3.   What was sold from Phoenicia?   DYED CLOTH AND WOOD 

 

4.  Why was Phoenicia a great sea power?  TRADE EXPLORATION 

AND  

            COLONIES GAVE PROFITS 

  

5.Where did the Phoenicians trade?   

         OVER THE MED SEA AND THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Haustellum_brandaris_0


  
A Phoenician-style vessel.

 
 

The Phoenician Alphabet 

 

6.  What did they rely on to conduct business?   WRITING 

 

7.  What is an alphabet?   

        A SET OF SYMBOLS THAT REPRESENTS SOUNDS OF A 

LANGUAGE 

 

8.  How many symbols did they use?   22 

 

9.  What was different about this alphabet?   

            EACH LETTER STOOD FOR A CONSTANT SOUND  

 

10.  Why is this alphabet important to us?   

           IT IS THE BASIS OF THE ALPHABET WE USE TODAY 

 

11.  Write your first and last name in Phoenician 

 

 

The Rise of the Israelites 

The Hebrew Bible is part of what Christians call the Old Testament. 

 



12.  Who settled around the Jordan river valley?  

                 HEBREWS OR ISRAELITES 

 

   

 

13.  What gives us the history of these people?   

                   TORAH OR HEBREW BIBLE 

 

   
14.  Where did the Israelites first come from?     UR 

                 MESOPOTAMIA (SUMER) 

 

15.  Who was their great leader?   ABRAHAM 
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History of the HebrewsHistory of the Hebrews

AbrahamAbraham

Abraham is seen as the Patriarch, or father, of Judaism 
as well as Christianity and Islam.

According to Jewish tradition Abraham is brought by 
God from his home in the ancient city of Ur into a new 
land, Canaan (the holy land), where he enters into a 
covenantcovenant (agreement) with God: 

in exchange for sole recognition of Yahweh as supreme 
universal authority, Abraham will be the father of a 
great nation.

 
 

16.  Define monotheism   BELIEF IN ONE GOD 

 

17.  What did God tell Abraham?   

              TO LEAVE MESOP AND SETTLE ELSEWHERE 

 

18. Where did Abraham lead the people?   CANAAN 

 

19. Why did the Israelites go to Egypt?                BECAUSE OF A 

FAMINE 

 

20. Define famine    

        TIME OF LITTLE FOOD SO PEOPLE MAY STARVE 

 

21. What was the Exodus and who was the leader?    

          DEPARTURE FROM EGYPT     LEADER WAS MOSES 

   



  

The history of the Hebrews begins in the Ancient Middle East with 
Abraham.
Abraham forms a Covenant with Yahweh (God) to be the chosen 
people and worship only that God.
Abraham’s people settle in Canaan where they live for many years.

A famine falls on the area and many of the Hebrews go to Egypt, the 
breadbasket of the Mediterranean, seeking food.  There they stay
and grow in number and so they are enslaved by the Egyptians.

The Exodus, is the story of the escape 
of the Jews from Egypt led by Moses.

After fleeing Egypt and wandering the 
desert for 40 years, the Israelites 

return to the promised land.

 
22. How long did the people wander and what were they given?                     

40 YEARS            10 Commandments 

 

   

ExodusExodus
The escape of the Israelites from their captivity in Egypt.

Moses was the leader of the Hebrew Exodus.  The story goes that 
the Hebrew God had to curse Egypt with 10 plagues in order for the 
Pharaoh (Ramses II) to free the Israelites.

10 Plagues10 Plagues
The Nile turned to blood
Frogs
Fleas and Lice
Flies
Epidemic disease which exterminated the Egyptian livestock.
Boils
Storm (Hail)
Locusts
Darkness
Death of the first born son
(Passover Holiday comes from this event)

According to the Torah, the Israelites disobeyed
God and wandered the desert for 40 years 
before reaching the holy land. 

 
 

 



A map of the traditional route of the ‘Exodus’ from Egypt.

 
 

23. Where did the Israelites return to?  CANAAN 

 

24. The Israelites united under their first king, SAUL. 

    

25. The next king was  DAVID  who MADE JERUSALEM THE 

CAPITAL . 

 

                               

      

                     
Background Information 



About King David 

 David rose to power as a brilliant military commander in the service 

of  Saul, the first king of Israel, but Saul grew suspicious of David, 

who was forced to flee 

 After Saul’s death, David won a civil war against Saul’s heir and 

became king. 

 David’s reign was marred by troubles involving Bathsheba, but their 

son Solomon followed as king. 

 

26. Who was king after David?    SOLOMON 

 

 

                 

King Solomon 970King Solomon 970--930 BCE930 BCE
United the tribes of Israel into the Kingdom of Israel

Solomon was the son of King David, and was known as a wise king.

During this time Jerusalem
became the capital of the 
Kingdom of Israel

Under the leadership of Solomon, 
Israel reached the height of its power.

He built a great temple in Jerusalem which 
became the focal point of the Jewish Religion.

The remains of this temple, now known as the 
Western Wall or Wailing Wall are still a focal 
point of the Jewish faith.

 
          



   

A diagram of the ancient temple of Solomon.

 
 

27. After Solomon’s death, the country CANAAN  into  2 kingdoms.  

The  

         northern kingdom was  ISRAEL & the southern kingdom was 

JUDAH. 

 

 



     

The Divided KingdomThe Divided Kingdom
After Solomon’s death the kingdom of Israel split into two parts

Division: The Kingdom of Israel was the ten northern tribes with 
the capital city of Samaria.

The Kingdom of JudahKingdom of Judah was the two tribes in the South with the 
capital of Jerusalem.

The Assyrians destroyed the kingdom of Israel and scattered the 
people in 722 B.C., these are known as the lost tribes of Israel. 

The Kingdom of Judah remained until it was
destroyed by the Chaldeans (Neo Babylonians) 
and King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. beginning 
the Babylonian captivity which would last until 
the defeat of the Chaldeans by the Persian 
Empire and Cyrus the Great. 

   

 
 

28. The neighbor, ASSYRIA, conquered the Israelites and gained 

control of Judah. 

 

29. The Israelites resisted Assyrian rule and were EXILED to distant 

parts  of the empire. 

 

30.  Define exile-  FORCED TO LIVE IN ANOTHER PLACE 
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31.  Judah later fell under the control of the BABYLONIANS. 

 

32.  When the king of Judah rebelled, KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

destroyed  the  

           capital city of   JERUSALEM  and  EXILED  the people to 

BABYLONIA. 

     

                            
Around 605 B.C. . The young brilliant new king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, went 
out and defeated the Egyptians. He marched on to Judah  and took thousands of 
Hebrews back to Babylon (including Daniel, who became one of the greatest 
prophets). Nebuchadnezzar made two more attacks when he heard of rebellion in 
Judah. Each time he took captives (including Ezekiel the prophet). Only a remnant of 
the weakest, poorest, and least threatening Jews remained. King Nebuchadnezzar 
set up a puppet king (Zedekiah) of David's line to sit on the throne of Judah and made 
him swear an oath of allegiance (2 Chr 36:10-12).  

  

Zedekiah rebelled and allied with other enemies. When Nebuchadnezzar heard he 
came back for the last time (586 B.C.) to reduce Jerusalem to rubble and send the 
Temple up in flames. Zedekiah was forced to witness the slaughter of his sons, then 
his eyes were put out, and he himself was carried off to Babylon. The Kingdom was 
over and the "times of the gentiles" had begun.  

 2 Kin 24:13-14 "And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the LORD and 

the treasures of the king's house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon 



king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said. Also he carried into 
captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, 
and all the craftsmen and smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land." 

 
 

 

 


